LIFE    IN    ENGLAND-AVIATION
was brought up with no hint of her future eminence, was
never bewildered in discriminating between the wheat and
the chaff. For some sad reason, their eldest son was not
equipped with this power to judge, and, early in his life, he
was inclined to gather about him people with familiar man-
ners, rather than those who hedged him in with loyalty and
respect. He did not seem to know "the halfway house be-
tween jest and earnest," and, when his official duties were
ended, he often sought his pleasure in society which was
unsuited to an heir to the throne. It was as if his burden
was so heavy that, when he needed relaxation, he ran to the
extreme of gay and casual people, whose purposes in life
were different from his own.
It is not possible for princes to lead double lives, if the
second life interferes with the dignity and grace of their
royal responsibilities. With all his free and easy social pleas-
ures, King Edward VII had seldom neglected the duties of his
high station. He worked while he worked, and played when
he played, and, during his long term as Prince of Wales,
he had never been accused of being casual over his duties.
His grandson seemed unable to uphold this wise division in
his life, perhaps because of the hustled state in which he
lived; perhaps because of some sad fault in his judgment.
While he travelled over the face of the world, on waves of
compliment and praise; while the English newspapers coined
fine names for him in their record of his dutifulness and his
chivalry, there was, during 1935, a growing undercurrent of
discontent. It left a shadow wherever he went. Everybody
loved him, for it was his nature to attract devotion, even
from those whom he hurt in passing. But his talent for mak-
ing friends among superficial and unimportant people per-
sisted and grew. This might be forgotten now, if it had not
been the spring of a river which finally engulfed him.
It was easy at the time for newspapers to rejoice over the
Prince's democratic habits and his popularity. But popularity
was not enough. Even in America, where life is more free
and allegedly less class-conscious, there was criticism of his
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